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DR MAPULA DIKOBE NAMES OUR NEWSLETTER!
Congratulations to Dr Mapula Dikobe (Class of 1993) for suggesting the 
most unique, catchy and creative name for our newsletter.  We are proud to 
announce that the new name for our newsletter is, Marist Alumni Chronicles. 
Dr Mapula has won the following exciting prizes: MBLAA T-shirt, Cap, 16GB 
memory stick and R500 shopping voucher. We hope you enjoy your prize and 
thank you for taking part in our competition!



2019 UPCOMING EVENTS

5 October 2019 MBLAA Family Braai 

16 October 2019 Grade 12’s  

Rite of Passage - Tree Planting

“Love, friendship, 

networking - these are 

all critical connections 

and the foundation of a 

healthy, happy life.”

Whitney 
Wolfe Her

d

STAYING IN TOUCH!
As a member of our Alumni family, you are very important to us and we want to 
stay in touch with you.  Keeping your contact information up-to-date allows us 
to keep you in the loop. Interested in finding that old friend? Keen to reconnect 
at your next reunion? Eager to develop your philanthropic side by investing 
more of your time? Passionate about sharing your professional expertise with 
new graduates? By staying connected and ensuring your contact details are 
updated, we can create networking and socialising opportunities, alumni-to-
student mentoring opportunities, Alumni get-togethers, reunions, job postings 
and other activities you wouldn’t want to miss out on. 
Please send Precious Staat or Brian Barnard an email at  
newsletter@mblalumni.org.za

We look forward to hearing from you!

Marist Brothers Linmeyer can provide facilities to 
host reunions and the MBLAA can assist with the 

planning of reunions. 
If you are passionate about networking and getting 

in touch with your classmates, contact Precious 
Staat or Brian Barnard  

on newsletter@mblalumni.org.za

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!
Marist Brothers Linmeyer is trying to obtain current contact 
information, as well as providing MBLAA with a better understanding 
of our Alumni needs and wants. If you are an MBL Alumni we 
ask that you please take a few minutes to complete this survey.  
Be assured that all your answers will be kept confidential.
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CLASS OF 1994
Elio Crismann 

Elio is currently living in Johannesburg and is 
happily married with two beautiful children. He 
is a father to a six-year-old daughter, Sienna, 
who is currently in Grade 1 at Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer (MBL) and a four-year-old son, 
Rinaldo, who is set to join MBL next year.
Elio runs a software development business 
called, Applord, that specialises in business 
systems development and mobile application 
development. Applord develops virtual reality, 

augmented reality and mixed reality solutions as well as mobile game 
development. They have built apps for brands like Jaguar and Huawei 
and are busy completing a project for Standard bank. Elio is also one 
of the Founders of Right Click Media, a digital agency and RCM School 
of Excellence, which is a college that teaches online marketing, web 
development, SEO and application development. The college is very 
involved in CSI; helping previously disadvantaged students in becoming 
skilled in the digital space and placed into the market. Elio is still very 
active; he plays Soccer from time to time and runs to keep fit. He also 
enjoys hiking and is an avid online gamer. Elio is definitely a jack of all 
trades, a true inspiration to us all!

CLASS OF 1999
Nirsha Reddy

Nirsha is a director of two logistics companies, 
Ladies & Wheels and North Star Clearing and 
Forward. She has been blessed with two beautiful 
boys who are current students at Marist Brother 
Linmeyer. Outside of her professional life, Nirsha 
is big on outdoor activities. She summited the 
Kilimanjaro in August 2017. And last year in 
October, she completed the Inca Trail in Peru 
whilst summiting three mountains in the Andes 

Mountain Range.  Nirsha did this with her eldest son, Caylin Reddy, who 
was 11 years old at the time, she was a very proud mummy. In November 
2019, Nirsha will be hiking to Everest Base Camp and she will also attempt 
to summit Aconcagua in February, 2020. What an inspiration to us all!

CLASS OF 2007
Gabriella Rego 

After matriculating in 2007, Gabriella (Gabbi) 
went on to study Public Relations at the 
University of Johannesburg (UJ). She dabbled 
in many industries (covering PR) before starting 
her own boutique PR agency, urban espresso, 
in 2013. Gabbi’s job sees her managing PR 
for companies and brands across the following 
industries: Travel, Esports and gaming, Fintech, 
Proptech, Entertainment, FMCG and more. 
She is the co-founder of Goliath Gaming, a 
professional esports team founded in 2017.

Gabbi can also be heard chatting all things travel with Azania Mosaka on 
radio 702 each month. In 2015, she married her high school sweetheart, 
Dagan Rego (also from Marist Brothers Linmeyer, class of 2007). 
Dagan is an attorney based in Johannesburg and together they travel the 
world and have a (very busy and very beautiful) little Boston Terrier, called 
Olive. Gabbi is blessed to travel for work and for leisure and has seen a 
fair amount of the world, but Johannesburg (her home) has her heart. Keep 
making us proud, the world is your oyster!

CLASS OF 2009
Michele Brondani
After matriculating in 2009, Michele went on to study IT and worked 
within the IT space for a few years. He is an avid gamer with a love for 
Dota. In 2017, Michele, together with fellow Marist Brothers Linmeyer 
classmate and fellow pro-gamer, Ashton “Golz” Muller, co-founded Goliath 
Gaming – which they manage full time. Goliath Gaming is a South African  
Multi-Gaming Organisation (MGO) which competes in five competitive 
titles namely: Counter-Strike: Global Offensive (CS:GO), Defense of the 
Ancients 2 (DotA 2), Overwatch, StarCraft and FIFA. GG was named one 
of Fast Company South Africa’s “Most Innovative Companies in 2017” and 
is involved in numerous projects outside of the competitive gaming space. 
GG is home to some of SA’s top gaming talent who have represented SA 
on the world stage (including the FIFA eWorld Cup Global Series Qualifiers 
in Amsterdam 2018, the World Electronic Sports Games in China 2019, 
the FIFA eNations Cup in London 2019 and the FIFA PSG Masters in 
Bucharest 2019). 
Michele wears many hats within Goliath Gaming, one being manager of the 
FIFA squad. Within this particular role, Michele has had the opportunity to 
travel to London, Amsterdam and Romania with the GG FIFA players. What 
a game changer, keep up the good work!

CLASS OF 2011
Mpho Manyisa
After matriculating at Marist Brothers Linmeyer, 
Mpho went on to study BA in Marketing 
Communications and completed her Honours 
in Strategic Communications at the University 
of Johannesburg (UJ). She was placed on 
the Dean’s List of academic excellence and 
received a Department merit-bursary. 
Mpho is currently a Sponsorship Consultant 
for Group Marketing at Discovery, and through 
Discovery, she enrolled in a Performance 
course at the Gordon Institute of Business 
Science (GIBS). She is also completing her 
Masters in Strategic Communications and her dissertation is focused on 
the role of Behavioural Economics in the 21st Century and the effect this 
has on consumer buying behaviour in the digital space, with a focus on 
Discovery Bank: the world’s first behavioural bank. 
This year alone, Mpho has achieved the following accolades:
• Being invited to attend the prestigious Forbes Africa Leading Women 

Summit on International Women’s day. 
• Being selected as a Finalist in the 2019 Next Generation Women Leader 

by McKinsey & Company. 
• Being listed as one of 25 women under the age of 25, Making their Mark 

in Africa by Cosmopolitan SA.
In October this year, Mpho will be attending the prestigious One Young 
World Summit in London which brings together influential change-agents 
from around the world for a week of learning, networking sessions and 
workshops with thought leaders from various industries around the 
world. Well done Mpho, you are a real world changer and mover! We wish 
you all the very best!

We want to know where life’s path has led you! Update us, Enlighten us and Excite us!
Everyone loves to hear about:  
What you did after leaving Marist Brothers Linmeyer?
What you are doing now?
Where in the world are you? 
Marriages, births, adventures and achievements?
Anything else that you have fond memories of and would like to share with us.

Where are our Alumni?

Marist Brothers Linmeyer Alumni Newsletter - SEPTEMBER  2019 | 4

BABY NEWS! Jacqui Adao - Class of 2002 
Congratulations to Jaqui Adao (Class of 2002) 
and Sergio Adao (also Alumni) on the birth of their 
beautiful baby girl, Julia Nunes Adao. She was born 
on 7 June 2019 at 11:10am, weighed 3,030Kg and 
was 50cm in height. Welcome to the Marist Alumni 
Family baby Julia!



CLASS OF 2013
Cindy Makita
Congratulations to Cindy on being crowned 
Miss African Roots USA. We are extremely 
proud of your achievement!
After matriculating from Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer, Cindy moved to Miami, Florida in 
2014 to attend Florida International University. 
In 2018, she graduated Magna Cum Laude, 
as a World’s Ahead Graduate and as an 

Honours student. Cindy is passionate about empowering women and 
girls, she serves as the leader of the Young Professionals Committee 
of the US National Committee for UN Women - Miami Chapter, she is 
the Ambassador for Gender Equality in Miami under the Social Impact 
Movement and a Board Member of the United Nations Association - Miami 
Chapter. Her roles allow her to advocate, educate and raise funds for local 
and global women empowerment and global sustainability initiatives. On 
her facebook page, Cindy expressed gratitude to all her supporters, friends 
and family for their support. “I wear this crown as a symbol of the strides of 
progress that will be made towards a world where women and girls have 
equal opportunities to reach their full potentials. I am so overwhelmed with 
gratitude. What an amazing journey this was. A lot of sacrifices but purpose 
drove it home,” said Cindy Makita.  
Well done Cindy, keep raising the African Flag high!

CLASS OF 2015
Rhadeeya Dhorat
After matriculating from Marist Brothers Linmeyer in 2015, 
Rhadeeya went on to start her journey towards becoming a 
Chartered Accountant and joining the CA(SA) profession. 
Rhadeeya completed her undergraduate degree at the 
University of Johannesburg (UJ) in Bcom Accounting in 
2018. Currently, she is completed her postgraduate degree 
also known as “CTA” at UJ. Throughout her undergraduate 
studies, Rhadeeya was fortunate enough to make Dean’s 
list and obtained a number of distinctions. We are proud of 
your achievements and wish you all the very best in your 
studies. May you continue to flourish in your chosen field!

Hershil Bhana
Hershil is currently completing his BSc Honours 
in Computational and Applied Mathematics, 
therefore he is busy with his academic programme 
this year.  He has recently obtained his 
undergraduate BSc Degree in Computer Science 
and Computational and  Applied Mathematics at 
the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits).  Hershil 
is looking into proceeding with a MSc (Masters) in 
Computational and Applied Mathematics. Hershil 
is also a member of the Golden Key International 
Honours Society. We are proud of all your hard 
work and wish you the very best for the future!

MARIS T ARCHIVES A STEP BACK IN TIME!
We are slowly and constantly building up our museum collection in terms of old school uniforms, photographs and any other memorabilia and encourage you 
to visit us when you are in the area. Join us for a cup of coffee and let’s go back in time. Let’s take a walk down memory lane and view your old School photos:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/3nLDsiA3HMuu8SeF6

The story of John Sidney Walter Gale
John Sidney Walter Gale was born on the 16th September 1915 in the Transvaal. His birth parents, Mr Michel 
and Miss Benjamin, were of Jewish descent and not married at the time of his birth.  The infant at the age of 
14 days was given to William Walter Gale, who would take care of him.  John’s birth was never registered; 
therefore, he did not have a birth certificate or even a baptism certificate.
His biological mother, kept in touch with him. However, he only knew her as one of his aunts who would regularly 
visit him. It appears she paid for his schooling expenses at Marist Brothers on Koch Street, in order to ensure 
a future for her son.
Along the many years that have passed by, the descendants of John Sidney Walter Gale had lost the connection 
to their true roots, the Michel family. Only in 2019, more than a 100 years after John’s birth, his descendants 

reconnected to their biological family. First and second cousins have reunited after all these years. 
John Sidney Walter Gale attended the school from 1928 to 1932. In 1966, Marist Brothers on Koch Street was transferred to Marist Brothers Linmeyer. His great-
grandchildren, Stephanie and Reece Cronning (children of Jenene Gale/Patrick Cronning) attended and now attend Marist Brothers Linmeyer as well, since 2004.
Whilst clearing old family archives, all the certificates of John Sidney Walter Gale were recovered, as were the school year books and photographs.  This has now 
been placed in the school library to embrace the school’s heritage and the memory of John Sidney Walter Gale. 

Granddaughter to John Sidney Walter Gale ,,Jenene Cronning
Marist Brothers Linmeyer Alumni Newsletter - SEPTEMBER  2019 | 5

Margot Livingstone 25+ years of 
service
(Primary School Grade 1 Educator)
Mrs Livingstone is now in her third year of retirement! 
“Although I really miss the children, I have taken to 
my new lifestyle like a duck to water if you’ll pardon 
the cliché,” said Mrs Livingstone. Apart from taking 

up cycling, she has done quite a bit of travelling with her husband – mostly in South Africa: to game parks to bird-watch and to 
the various cycling and running events that her husband takes part in – but also further afield: island-hopping in Thailand (see 
pic), cycling down the Mosel River in Germany and three weeks of camping in Namibia. Mrs Livingstone has also completed 
a photography course and she is currently attending a patchwork-quilt-making course. So life is varied and fulfilling and she 
loves being on a permanent holiday!

Engela Gerber  
30 and a half years of service
(High School: Head of Department Afrikaans)
It has almost been a year now since Mrs Gerber’s retirement. She teaches extra lessons, sets exam papers for 
certain schools and plays a lot of bowls. Mrs Gerber is also involved at Executive level in the running of bowls at 
District level.

CATCHING 
UP  

WI TH RETIR
ED 

EDUCATOR
S



Mad Hatters Mother and Daughter Tea
11 May 2019 

On the Saturday morning, 11 May 2019, Marist Brothers Linmeyer Alumni 
Association (MBLAA) supported the High School’s Fundraising Event, Mad 
Hatters’ Mother and Daughter Tea. Grade 11 students and High School 
educators were given the opportunity to host tables with their Mothers and 
covered them with all different kinds of teapots, mismatched teacups and 
saucers, chandeliers, etc. They also came in outrageous looking hats to fit 
the Wonderland theme!
MBLAA had the opportunity to inform current students and parents about 
the Alumni and encouraged membership after school. The association 
brought gifts and also sponsored the photo booth where so many special 
memories were created. All monies raised contributed towards the High 
School Charity Drive for 2019.

Marist U13 Soccer and Netball Festival 
11 May 2019
On Saturday 11 May 2019, members of the Alumni Committee manned the 
boerewors stand and brought Soccer and Netball players MBLAA branded 
water bottles!

MBLA Alumni Ambassadors
31 May 2019
On Friday, 31 May 2019, Marist Brothers Linmeyer Alumni Association 
(MBLAA) hosted the Ambassadors’ Evening where Ambassadors of 
different years came together to mingle and to network. The purpose of this 
evening was to encourage Ambassadors to reach out and to build relations 
with other Alumni. A wonderful evening was enjoyed by all!

Youth Outreach Day
18 July 2019
On 19 June 2019, Marist Brothers Linmeyer invited the Association to be 
part of the Youth Outreach Day. 145 children and teenagers (between the 
ages of 4 years and 16 years) from Christ Way were treated to a fun-filled, 
carnival day. They come from disadvantaged homes as well as child-
headed homes. And some of the MBLAA members offered their time to 
spend with ChristWay children and brought chocolates and sweets for 
each child to enjoy. What a humbling experience it was to reach out to the 
greater community in need of assistance, by offering our time and service!

OUT 
AND 

ABOUT 
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SHARING A LITTLE HOPE
On 27 June 2019, two Alumni members from Marist Brothers Linmeyer set 
out to transform the lives of many by initiating a brand new Marist project 
called “Sharing a Little Hope.” Lyle Robson (BCom Accounting Sciences 
– University of Pretoria) and Busisiwe Radebe (Bachelor of Medicine and 
Surgery – University of Cape Town) were Head Boy and Head Girl of the 
school in 2017. 
In 2016, Busi and Lyle were sent down to Addo, Eastern Cape as part of 
their preparations for becoming Head Prefects of the School in the following 
year. We participated in a project known as “Sharing our Call” which aims 
at providing over 400 underprivileged children with a week filled with fun, 
care and ultimately love. 
Sharing a Little Hope was run in the Addo area and aimed at mainly 
equipping the community at large with basic Maths and Entrepreneurial 
skills. Over a period of four days we ran basic Maths skills workshops, Core 
Maths workshops (Grade 11 and 12), as well as sessions for Chemistry 
and Physics.  
In addition to this, we made 300 food packages which were distributed in 
the surrounding settlements (Valencia and Langbos). On Monday, 1 July, 
the project ran a fun day for young children in Valencia. We welcomed over 
200 children and had many activities for them such as “Arts and Crafts,” 
“Musical Chairs” and sporting activities.
We were joined by five High School students and two staff members from 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer, as well as two Alumni committee members 
George Marantos and Nondas Marantos. Thank you to the Sisters of Mercy 
(Sr. Martha O’ Connor and Sr. Breda Ryan) for hosting us during our stay.
We would like to thank the Marist Brothers Linmeyer Alumni Association, 
as well as our other sponsors for the generous contribution towards making 
this project a reality!

MARIST YOUTH MENSTRUAL PROJECT 
We, as the MBLAA, are supporting the Marist Young Adult’s Project in their 
drive toward raising money for women’s sustainable and reusable feminine 
hygiene products. We would like to do this in lieu of an entrance fee of either 
a collection of products or donation toward products. MINA Menstrual cup 
will have a stand at the MBLAA Family Braai (Saturday, 5 October 2019) 
where cups may be purchased for this purpose. Your voluntary support in 
this matter is greatly appreciated.
Please contact Dalene McCallum on dalenem@mblalumni.org.za  
for more information.

MARIST INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER
Are you over 18 years of age and  keen to be a Marist International 
Volunteer? 
Click on the link below to view the video: 
https://youtu.be/fqieAObtM24

KEEN TO GET INVOLVED ??
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We are very active on Facebook, join our Alumni group and 
stay in touch!
Contact:
Precious Staat and Brian Barnard  
on newsletter@mblalumni.og.za
www.maristbl.co.za

How would you rate our newsletter?

Please click on the following link:  
https://forms.gle/gzpHcomqrc4kRphc9

SCHOOL YEARBOOKS
Interested in obtaining your yearbook? 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer has a surplus of School 
magazines ranging from 2010 until 2017. 
Should you be interested, please email Precious 
Staat on pstaat@mblalumni.org.za

MATRIC CERTIFICATES 
We have copies of Matric Results from 1977 to 2018. 

To request a copy of your matric certificate, please email 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer’s High School Personal Assistant, 

Debbie Hudson, on  dhudson@maristbl.co.za


